Regular services and events during the week
Monday:
7:30pm Housegroup 29A Eastern Way

Tuesday:
9.00am Zoom Morning prayer (see Karen for link)
10.00am Housegroup 29A Eastern Way
8.00pm Zoom Housegroup - 1st & 3rd of the month (see Keith for link)

Wednesday:
8:45am Zoom Morning prayer (see Karen for link) [Note different time]
10.00am Said Communion in the Lady Chapel
10.00 - 11:30am Norton Coffee Shop in the Clulow Room
10.00am Health Walk (Grade 1) meets at St George’s Car park
7.00pm Prayer meeting - last of the month in the Clulow Room

Thursday:
9.00am Zoom Morning prayer (see Karen for link)
1:30pm— 2.45pm Norton Nippers (under-4’s children’s group)
in the Parish Hall

Sunday:
8.00am Said Communion at St Nicholas
9:30am Holy Communion at St Georges
11.00am Altogether service at St Georges - 2nd of the month
5:30pm Choral Evensong at St Georges - 2nd of the month

Kids’ activities (all in the Parish Hall)
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday of the month : 9.15am Little Dragons (4-11 yrs old )
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday of the month : 9.30am Dragonflies (0—3 /4 yrs old)
4th Sunday of the month: 9.15am Dragons (0-11 yrs old)
with coffee from 10.30am

Parish contacts:
Office: Email: office@parishofnorton.org.uk Telephone: 01462 678133
Vicar: Email: rev.eugene@outlook.com Telephone: 07735 714774

Please submit notices by Wednesday for inclusion in the next pew sheet.

Epiphany 4 / The Presentation of Christ
1st February 2026

9.30am

We welcome Keith Taylor as our preacher today.

Entrance 44
Offertory 157
Communion 295
Final 205

HYMNS (NEH)
Faithful Vigil ended
Hail to the Lord who comes

Let all mortal flesh
Christ is made the sure foundation

Readings overleaf



Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1-5

See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord
of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in
former years.

Then | will draw near to you for judgement; | will be swift
to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against
those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the
widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside
the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.

New Testament Reading Hebrews 2:14-18

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he
himself likewise shared the same things, so that through
death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives
were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear

Next week

Altogether Service
Next week (8th February) we have our Altogether service at 11am
in St George’s Church. Do come along and join in with our family
oriented service.

Coffee in church
Coffee, tea, squash and biscuits will be served in St
e ? ? Georges between our two services next week (8th
February).
Stay behind or come early as appropriate to enjoy
fellowship together.

Choral Evensong at 5:30pm
On 8th February we have our monthly Choral Evensong at 5:30pm
at St Georges. Join us as we celebrate God’s love through song
and worship.



Quiz night Thanks

Quiz night success. Thank you to all who came last Saturday to
enjoy the team work and tempting table-nibbles.
The Social Committee

Our thanks go to the Social committee for organising such a
pleasant evening of entertainment and puzzling. A wonderful time
was had by all. Well done.

Fundraising and Community Engagement

Committee
A new committee to look at how we engage with the local
community, raise funds, and run events is being formed and we
want to invite 2 or 3 volunteers to help.
This committee would renew each year at the APCM so you would
not be tied in for more than a year (unless you want to).
The committee currently has 2 members:
Rev. Eugene and Neil (churchwarden).
Please speak to either of them for more information or to put your
name forward.

Messy Church

The next Messy Church will be held on Thursday 19th February
from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm at Norton Methodist Church. This
event is craft activities around the biblical theme of
“Beautifully and wonderfully made” as well as a free
lunch.

To register please email us with names of adults &
children (including children’s ages & any dietary
needs) at messychurchnorton@btinternet.com

that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants
of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be
a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to
make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.
Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he
is able to help those who are being tested.

Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-40
When the time came for their purification according to
the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the
Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what
is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or
two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen
the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the
law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;




for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what
was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them
and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a
sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your
own soul too.’
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband for seven years after her
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting
and prayer night and day. At that moment she came,
and began to praise God and to speak about the child
to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town
of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled
with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

Our Readings for next week (2nd before Lent) are:
Genesis 1:1 - 2:3; Romans 8:18-25; Matthew 6:25-34

Foodbank needs
Thank you to everyone who regularly supports the local foodbank.
The Foodbank currently needs the following items in particular:

Fruit juice (long life) Coffee

Tinned fruit Long life milk UHT (not plant milk)
Jam Pasta sauce

Sponge puddings Tinned tomatoes

Carrier bags / bags for life
Please note that we are unable to take out-of-date food.

Daily Bible Reading booklets

It's a great idea to read our bibles daily and Bible reading notes
help us understand what we read. The NEW_February—April

~ UCB_'Word for Today’ bible reading booklets are
— = now available at the back of the church, as well as
o 30 day 'Word for Today Just for You’ booklet
" 2 which is more for those interested in or new to faith.
Both are free, so please help yourself.
The Bible Reading Fellowship daily reading booklets can be
ordered, at a small cost, through Martin and Christine Walker.
(martinwalker1951@gmail.com).

Snowdrop Garden Open Days

in Support of the Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust
The Bishop of St Albans’ Garden will be open to visitors on the
dates below. All proceeds will go directly to the Beds and Herts
Historic Churches Trust, which helps fund essential repairs to
historic churches across Beds and Herts.
Abbey Gate House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans AL3 4HD
» Saturday 14 February » Sunday 15 February
» Saturday 21 February » Sunday 22 February
Time: 2pm—4pm Entry: £5 per adult. All are warmly invited. For
more information contact: Jane Smith, PA to the Bishop of St
Albans. 01727229073 Email: janesmith@stalbandiocese.org



